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EDITORIAL COMMENT 



Facing the Fads 



Extension Series No. 32 of the University of North 
Carolina Record presents a study of the public schools 
of Orange County that constitutes a really important 
contribution to the educational literature of the State. 
The study was made by Dr. L. A. Williams, Profes- 
sor of School Administration in the University, with 
the assistance of Messrs. J. A. Capps, E. L. Daughtry, 
R. F. Moseley, J. R. Weaver, who were students in 
the School of Education last year, and Mr. Fred W. 
Morrison, Superintendent of the Chapel Hill School. 
The bulletin was written by Dr. Williams after the 
investigation had been made and the facts assembled. 
The study was made at the request of the county 
board of education. 

The study treats the public school system as a busi- 
ness enterprise, and it is from the point of view of the 
business man that the project is approached. The 
publication of the facts about the public schools of 
Orange, as presented in this study (and, be it said, 
the facts are not more discouraging or alarming than 
they would be if assembled and presented in the same 
manner for any one of at least fifty other counties 
of the state), ought to stir the patriotic citizens of 
the county out of their indifference and complacency 
and stimulate them to more intelligent constructive 
effort. If the county board will now ask the School 
of Education to formulate a plan, based upon this 
study, for the constructive development of the schools 
of Orange — a plan looking to the consolidation of dis- 
tricts and the transportation of pupils to schools that 
can be made efficient — maybe, after a few years of 
agitation, something really worth while can be done 
for the country schools of Orange. 



Traditions or ^Visions 

A body of schoolmen had come together for the 
very necessary purpose of taking counsel one with 
another as to how best they might attack the many 
problems of organizing their work so as best to serve 
their several communities with their schools. Eagerly, 
devotedly, spiritedly they had discussed their prob- 
lems and were vigorously proceeding to winnow the 
wheat from the chaff. 

The new outlook, the broadened vision, the pressing 
need had stimulated discussion to the point where 
tradition and custom were being held up to scorn and 
condemned as unworthy of the consideration of for- 
ward-looking, progressive educational leaders. This 
method, that subject, this form of organization, that 
process, was being cast out bodily because it was tra- 
ditional and because past centuries had put their stamp 
of approval upon it. It seemed, for a time, as if the 
onrushing current of progress were about to leave 
its bounds, break through the barriers and wreak 
wild havoc on the field of learning. 

Calmly, easily, majestically, however, a patriarch 
among them arose and with the grace, the fluency, the 
kindliness of many years he asked a single question : 
"Gentlemen, shall we condemn a course, a method of 
procedure, merely because it is traditional?" Like oil 
on troubled water, like the caress of sunshine after 
the turbulence of a tempest, his single, simple ques- 
tion halted the violent and onrushing stream of 
thought. It was the voice of reason, the call of ma- 
ture judgment, the force of experience which sum- 
moned hasty decision, indiscretion, to halt and let 
reason take the throne. 

How symbolic the situation was of our national 
situation. The violence of the impact which the sud- 
den thrust of unforeseen political, social, industrial 
problems has made upon our thinking has destroyed 
our equilibrium and done violence to our. poise of 
mind to such an extent that we have lost our sense of 
proportion. The new, the advanced seems so press- 
ing, yet so insistent, so absolutely necessary that we 
have forced the tried and proven factors into the 
background, and with fore-shortened vision are liv- 
ing and thinking only in the immediate. 

Either of these positions in itself is an extreme, is 
equally out of focus. Progress has its place, tradi- 
tion has it place, and that position in either case de- 
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cidedly is not standing alone. With all that is fine 
and forward-looking and constructive in the view- 
point of radicalism there is equally balance, harmony, 
stability, sturdiness in conservatism. Whether in 
school work or in industry, whether deciding political 
issues or settling social questions of vital concern, 
the hot-headedness, the ingenuousness of radicalism 
must be counter-balanced with the virtue of tradition 
and conservatism. This must be so or ill-advised 



counsel, poorly regulated thinking, will result in an 
insufficient as well as an unsatisfactory settlement of 
our problems 

No, good friend, a thing shall not be condemned 
solely because it is traditional ; but only when that tra- 
ditionalism shall stand in the way to block procedure 
which is to be for the best interests of our boys and 
our girls in our effort to provide an equality of op- 
portunity for all. — L. A. W. 



THE NORTH CAROLINA TEACHERS' ASSEMBLY 



THE program of the North Carolina Teachers' 
Assembly, now in the hands of the printers, will 
be ready for distribution early in November. Every 
effort has been made to make the Raleigh meeting in- 
teresting and worth while. 

The city of Raleigh will give the teachers a hearty 
welcome Thanksgiving week and will spare no pains 
to provide ample accommodations at reasonable cost. 
The Chamber of Commerce, the hotels, the clubs, and 
the citizens generally will all do their utmost to see 
that everybody is comfortably cared for. 

Special railroad rates have been secured for the 
occasion, and the officials are now trying to arrange 
for two special trains — one from the east and one 
from the west — to run into Raleigh Wednesday af- 
ternoon, November 26th. 

The officers of the Assembly feel that they have 
been fortunate this year in securing an exceptionally 
abble corps of out-of-state speakers. Excellent pro- 
grams have been prepared for the several depart- 
ments, and everything will be in readiness for a great 
meeting. 

During November a campaign will be on to in- 
crease the membership to 2,000. In this campaign the 
assistance and co-operation of every superintendent, 
principal and teacher will be asked for. The As- 
sembly stands for two definite ideas — the professional 
improvement of teachers and the promotion of edu- 
cational progress throughout the state. Why should 
not every teacher in the state become a member of 
the Assembly? 

Any teacher or friend of education interested in 
the two things for which the Assembly stands may 
become a member by sending $2 (for annual dues), 
to the Secretary, Professor A. T. Allen, Raleigh. 

The program of the general sessions and that for 
the Association of High School principals and teach- 
ers are given below. 



PROGRAM OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

Wednesday, November 26 

4:30 P. M. — First Business Meeting. 
8:30 P. M. — General Session. 

1. Music (Special Program — IS minutes), Peace Institute. 

2. Address of Welcome, Mrs. T. W. Bickett. 

3. Response, Dr. E. C. Brooks, State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction. 

4. Music (Song by Audience). 

5. Address, Miss Grace A. Day, of Teachers' College, 

Columbia University. 

6. Address, Dr. P. P. Claxton, U. S. Commissioner of 

Education. 

Thursday, November 27 

12 :00 M. — Thanksgiving Service : 

1. Music (Special Program — 15 minutes), Meredith Col- 

lege. 

2. Prayer. 

3. Hymn. 

4. Bible Lesson. 

5. Music. 

6. Sermon, Rev. W. A. Lambeth, Pastor of the Wesley 

Memorial M. E. Church, High Point, N. C. 
8 :00 P. M. — General Session : 

1. Music (Special Program — 15 minutes), Raleigh High 

School. 

2. President's Address, N. W. Walker. 

3. Music (Song by Audience). 

4. Address, "Realities in Educational Values", Dr. Alex- 

ander Inglis, Division of Education, Harvard Uni- 

Friday, November 28 

12:00 M. — Business Meeting: 

1. Election of Officers. 

2. Reports of Committees, etc. 
8 :00 P. M. — General Session. 

1. Music (Special Program — 15 minutes), St. Mary's 

School. 

2. Address, Supt. Lee Driver, of Randolph County, In- 

diana. 

3. Address. 

4. Music (Song by Audience). 



